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Fokker Wins World's First ACJ319neo Completion
Fokker Techniek3X 18 £ EK &1 1NACJ319neo CH BB IRIT B2

Fokker Techniek of the Netherlands will
carry out the world’s first VIP completion of an
Airbus ACJ319neo after its selection by long-
term customer German charter operator K5
Aviation. Completion starts in May 2019, with
delivery scheduled for the beginning of 2020.

“This will be the first Airbus ACJ319neo
to be completed in the world,” says Fokker
Techniek Managing Director Jeff Armitage.

“Awarding Fokker Techniek for this
prestigious project was a logical continuation
of the existing relationship both companies
have from previous projects,” says Luca
Madone of KS Aviation. “We believe Fokker
will deliver again on time. It will have a
modern interior with a focus on saving
weight, and will include the latest interior
technologies.”

KS Aviation operates three Airbus ACJ319
and two Bombardier Global Express aircraft
worldwide with one more ACJ319neo and

K5 Aviation'’s Luca Madone (left) and Fokker Techniek’s
Johan van Dorst announced the completions contract
at ABACE.

one Global 7000 on order for delivery in
20109.

Fokker Techniek, a GKN Aerospace
business, is here at Booth H2401.
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Japan Wants to Encourage Business Aviation
HERRMASMERR

Japan is working hard to raise the priority of

business aviation, making major and regional
airports easier for business jets to use.

The country has set ambitious targets to double
foreign visitors to 40 million a year by the 2020
Olympics, and encourage them to spend $8 billion
while doing so. Business aviation is expected to
play a role, not least because the people who use it
are exactly those Japan would like to attract.

But to do so, Japan’s airports must be more
business jet-friendly.

The Civil Aviation Bureau of the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, working with
other government agencies, is pushing the idea that
business jets can bring a very high value per landing,
especially in terms of economic development and
growing business in Japan.

Japan’s Aichi Prefecture/Nagoya Airport,
the Japanese Business Aviation Association
and Narita Airport can be found clustered
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around Booth P821. They report progress at
Japan’s 11 main airports, although differing
at each, on reducing the time needed to apply
for slots, increasing the number of slots and
the priority afforded business aviation, and
increasing parking facilities. Some airports have
added dedicated Customs, Immigration and
Quarantine (CIQ), or added “Fast Track” for
business jet travelers.

The opening in February 2017 of a new
expressway around Tokyo makes it feasible to
travel in the region from either Tokyo Narita
or Haneda airports, and the government
is considering utilizing them as a pair in
developing business aviation strategy, especially
for the Olympics.

The movements of international business
aviation in Japan have been increasing year by
year and the annual average growth rate during
the past five years was 14%.
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Japanese bizav starts to
gather momentum, support

by Jennifer Meszaros

This vear’s ABACE once again brings
together leading regional exhibitors seek-
ing to promote Japan’s burgeoning busi
ness aviation sector.

Speaking to AIN before the event,
Kazuyuki Tamura, vice chairman of the
Japan Business Aviation Association
(JBAA, Booth P825), said he was looking
forward to participating in ABACE and
showcasing Japan’s commitment to rais-
ing the profile of business aviation.

“The expectation and effectivencss to
operate business jets in Japan is much
stronger than before,” Tamura said.

“Movements of international business avi-
ation has been increasing everv vear and
not only for metropolitan airports such as
Narita and Haneda, but also for regional
airports such as New Chitose.”

Though business aviation is still
young in Japan with relatively few
Japan-registered business aircraft in
operation, both domestic and inter-
national movements have witnessed a
steady upward trend.

According to Tamura, the total number
of business aircraft movements recorded
strong double-digit growth of 18.9 percent
in 2017. Haneda increased by 10.5 percent
and Narita rose by 5.1 percent. Meanwhile,
regional airports excluding Haneda, Nar-
ita, Nagoya and Osaka saw a positive
36.5-percent growth,

To accommodate the increasing num-
ber of aircraft movements, Japanese offi-
cials have continued to make progress on
several key initiatives in recent vears.

“In 2017, New Chitose extended its
operating hours to 24 hours a dav while
Toyama increased its operating hours
from 7:30 to0 19:00,” said Tamura.

Moreover, a dedicated business jet
terminal at Kansai International Air
port is expected to open in carly June
2018, The new facility, equipped with
full CIQ {customs, immigration and
quarantine}, will offer smoother pro
cessing as well as a high level of privacy
to business jet travelers.

Meanwhile, for travelers flying into
Haneda, Narita, Chubu Centrair, Kan-
sai, Hiroshima, Fukuoka, Kyusyu Saga,
Naha, Sendai, New Chitose and Mt. Fuji
Shizuoka, the permit lead time has been
shortened to 24 hours.

Although all major and regional air-
ports welcome business aviation, Japan is
currently exploring strategies to increase
efficiency and meet the high demand of
business aviation during the 2019 Rugby
World Cup and the Olympic/Paralympic
games in 2020.

“Our government is trying to improve
facilities such as increasing landing
slots and spots, especially at Narita and
Haneda and to implement measures for
special facilities and to case regulations,”
Tamura said.

On hand to ensure a seamless travel
experience is Universal Weather and Avi-
ation and its ground support division Uni-
versal Aviation, which has an established
presence in the Asia-Pacific region.

According to Hiroshi Higashiyama,
managing director of the JBAA and
representative director of Universal
Aviation Japan, six airports-Haneda,
Narita, Nagoya-Chubu, Nagoya-Komaki,
Shizouka and Saga-all have dedicated
facilities in place. Furthermore, improve-
ments are on the horizon.

“At Nagoya-Chubu, an exclusive CIQ is
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pending,” Higashiyama said. “At Saga, the
local government is arranging CIQ with a
24 hour pre-notice.”

Looking beyond Japan’s two high-profile
sporting events, Sarah Kalmeta, Univer-
sal’s regional director of operations (who
also sits on the board of AsBAA), predicted
that Japan’s business aviation market will
continue to grow at a steady pace, thanks
to an influx of Chinese travelers,

“We have seen a growth in Chinese pas-
senger traffic in Japan and, as a result, our
Universal Aviation Japan team has hired
several more native Chinese speakers
who are based in all our main locations
to help support our clients and VIP pas-
sengers,” Kalmeta said.

Shota Fukuzawa, chief
official palicy planning
and research office (left)
of Jopan's Civil Aviation
Bureau, and Ryota Nagayo,
from the JCAB's policy
planning and research
office, toured the ABACE
show site with JBAA'S
Kazuyuki Tamura.

Universal’s presence at ABACE offers
convention attendees an opportunity to
further understand the region’s challenges.

“ABACE is a critical show for us because
it allows us to bring in our experts from
throughout the region to chat face-to-face
with our clients about the issues that are
adding risk to their missions-—such as
GA access issucs in certain Asian destina-
tions,” Kalmeta said. “Our commitment
to supporting the business aviation indus-
Lry is top priority.”

Convention attendees who want to
know more about flying into Japan are
invited to visit the Japanese team booths
(P819/PPR21/PR23 and P825) and Univer-
sal Aviation’s booth {Hi414). |
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